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AI-Arian wants to return
By Aya Batrawy
Contributing Writer
USF professor Sami Al-Arian said he knows little
about former colleagues' connections to militant
Palestinian groups, and has no connections with terrorism despite a past working relationship with at least
one current member of Palestinian Islam ic Jihad.
Sam~AI-Ari an, professor of computer engineering
at USF Tampa, is on paid leave following inflammatory comments he made on The O'Reilly Factor, a telev ision news program. USF President Judy Genshaft
·decided on his removal from campus for safety reasons.
In an attempt to suppress anxiety and fear among
students and faculty, USF President Judy Genshaft
wrote a letter to students and alumni on September
28th. In the opening paragraph it stated, "We [USF] are
compelled to write and let you know what actions we
are taking to help out students deal with the impact of
these events [of September 11th].
The controversy brewing around the professor reerupted from issues in the mid-1990s when Al-Arian
was investigated by the FB I for suspected ·links to terrorist activity. His appearance on The 0 'ReilLy Factor,
a tabloid-like news show aired on FOX News, brought
AI-Arian's past back to the forefront.
The host, Bill O'Reilly, asked the A I-Arian several questions about men with whom the professor had
associated nearly a decade ago. Since O'Reilly's interview, controversy and confusion have stormed USF.
During the program O'Reilly said, "You know
doctor, it looks to me like there is something wrong
down there at the University of South Florida. If I were
the CIA, I'd follow you wherever you went. .. I'd still
shadow you. I'd go to Denny's with you. I'd go everywhere you went."
O'Reilly asked Al-Arian to prove his innocence
from any affiliations with known terrorist activity. He
asked him about Ramadan Abdullah Shallah, an old
associate, and then asked him about his brother-in-law,
Mazen AI-Najjar who was jailed for over two years
under secret evidence unavailable to the public <;>r even
his family. He said both men played little or no role in
his professional life.
Shortly after Al-Arian appeared on The O'Reilly
Factor he received death threats on campus.
According to Dean Louis Vega and Provost David
Stamps: "Clearly the presence of Dr. AI-Arian on campus at this time adversely affects the operation of the
university. Dr. AI-Arian sho.uld not be present at the
University of South Florida in light of concerns for
safety."
AI-Arian was shocked by the news. "I am attached
t9 my students and feel so disappointed that I was
asked to be on paid leave. I hope I soon return to my
students and classes," he said.
AI-Arian also works with students outside the university. He assists students at the Islamic Academy of

Photo Courtesy of Sami AI-Arian

Sami AI-Arian, USF professor of computer engineering, was put on paid leave on
September 28 just after an appearance on The O'Reilley Factor, a televis ion news program that dubbed USF a "hotbed of terrorism."
Florida, , a private, accredited Islamic
school. The school provides all major subjects and electives but also offers Islam
and Arabic courses.
AI-Arian's students, he said, seemed
resigned to the results of the controversy.
"They understand that we are victims of
bias and stereotypes. The older students
have a much better understanding."
The professor also said that his own
children are extremely saddened, but on
the other hand it gives them a spark to
fight for civil rights. "They are determined
to reach out," he said. All of his children
were born in the United States.
In the early 1990s, a professor from
Harvard published a thesis titled "Clash of
Civilization" that focused on disparities
between Islam and the Western World. In
a response to this thesis AI-Arian helped
create World and Islam Studies
Enterprise·, also called WISE, in 1991.

The goal was to bring understanding
between Western and Middle-Eastern
thought.
There was to be a roundtable discussion
between Muslim intellectuals from all
over the Middle East and some 25 intellectual Western ideologists. "We believe
in civilization dialogue," he said.
The series was to begin it's writing in
Washington, but by then the Gulf War was
beginning to mobilize. Shortly after, the
sponsors withdrew their support for the
project. The series then moved to Tampa
and was completed by the m id- 1990s.
According Al-Arian, critics of the project
were in opposition to the idea because it
"would bring balance to a biased party
that is anti-Islam."
· What O'Reilly others found suspicious was that Shallah, who left USF in
1995 and is now a Jihad militant in
See Al-Arian on Page 6
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OPINION
Attacks change
America forever
By Cindy Goebel
Contributing Writer
I was nearly last to board the overbooked Southwest flight from Tampa to
Baltimore. As I walked the full length of
the plane to my seat, every single passenger stared into my eyes as I passed. All
asked an unspoken question. I studied
them and asked the same question. Can I
trust you? Subdued conversation resum~d
after take off. When the wheels squealed
as they touched earth and- the plane
slowed, one person applauded.
My return trip was via land, not sky.
From the Tappan Zee Bridge, I looked
south down the Hudson river to the
smoke-filled gap where the Trade Towers
once reigned supreme. Later, from the
Capital Beltway, I looked north up the
Potomac river to the sharp spire of the
Washington Monument and the Capital
Building dome. The Pentagon is just min·utes from the monument.
Our battery died at the bitter end of
the New Jersey Turnpike. In Dan's
Automotive store, my boyfriend conversed w ith Dan, the owner, a volunteer
fireman who helped during the first two
weeks after the terrorist attack. The firefighter spoke of breaking into dust-laden
abandoned cars and stripping them of batteries to supply power to th'e cutting
equipment with which they hoped to free
the live victims that were never found.
Freeway traffic was light, mostly
trucks. Restaurant and motel parking lots
were sparsely populated. American flags
adorned motor homes, pick-up trucks,
Mercedes and SUVs. Few planes flew
overhead. The news reported anthrax in
Florida, bombing in Afghanistan and
threats of more attacks to the United
States. Much has changed since Sept. 11.
The nation continues to ponder past
inattention to preparation for terrorism-lax
security, inadequate control of immigration and the negative outcome of a politically correct hesitancy to deal with aspects
of d~versity that threaten the safety of our
nation.
USF has gained notoriety as a result
of the actions and statements of USF professor Sami Al-Arian. The October 4 The
O'Reilly Factor television show quoted a
fundraising Jetter purportedly written by
Al-Arian in 1995. "The movement's
financial situation is very difficult and it
cannot fulfill its responsibilities toward its
martyrs and prisoners ... the link with the
brothers in Hamas is very good and making steady progress. I call upon you to try
to extend true support to the jihad effort in
Palestine so that operations such as these
can continue .. ."
I watched the president of the USF
student body respond to Mr. O'Reilly with
regard to USF and AI-Arian. I read the
September 28 letter from President
Genshaft and the vice president for stu-
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dent affairs. Neither the television appearance nor the letter resolved my concerns.
I would feel more at ease about past and
present circumstances at USF if I knew
answers to the following questions.
Has Dr. Al-Arian been involved in
fundraising for any organization now
linked to terrorism?
Has USF been the recipient of funds
from any individuals or groups now identified with such groups?
By whose choice and for what reasons is Dr. Al-Arian, who has been in the
US for 15 years, not a·us citizen?
In this case or similar circumstances,
does acceptance of diversity inhibit legitimate inquiry? As a student and citizen, I'
recall the university seal,_which includes
the words "truth" and "wisdom." I seek
both.

Parking lot manhunt
By Jason Gell.
Contributing Writer
Around this time every year, I get
going on one of my rants about things at
USF that annoy me. This year, with hopes
o~ graduation ·two months away, I have
decided not to buck the system that holds
my future in its claws, but instead to find
some sort of therapy to cope with my
grievances.
I figured that parking was one of
things that angered me the most, so I
decided it would be through that realm
that my revenge would come.
Not too long after this I was thinking
of my dilemma while I walked to my car.
It was about 5:30 and the parking lot was,
as always, jam-packed. It was while I was
making my way to my car that I noticed
the usual pack of late-comers trying to
stalk me in hopes of acquiring my precious parking domicile.
This was my opportunity.
I began to walk between rows of cars
to throw the parking lot scavengers off my
trail and give new ones an implied chance
of capturing me. As soon as another hopeful candidate would pick up the scent, I
would switch rows again in search of a
new victim. There were even times when
I would just lean against an unknown car,
which was already parked, and smoke a
cigarette while I talked on my phone.
(Thankfully the owners never caught me
using their ride as a bench.)
It was hilarious to me. · No matter
where I went, people would follow without using any common sense. I probably
walked around the lot' for 20 minutes, just
enjoying the comedy.
From this experience I have added a
new item to the list of extracurricular
activities at USF.
It is called "Parking Lot Manhunt."
The rules are simple and the strategies are
varied. The first, and most effective way
to do this is to walk around the parking lot
with your keys in your hand. This will

Craw's Nest
maximize your potential victim list and it
will give you a fine workout, too.
The only problem with this is you
don't always get to look at peoples' faces
while you scramble between the rows of
cars. This, in tum, minimizes your overall
enjoyment. Watching the look of hopefulness drain from a persons face as you
cross over a row of cars is priceless, and
not to be something that is missed.
Sometimes JOU have to wait it out.
The second method is walking directly to your car during a busy time of the
day. Once you "hook" at least two cars
and get them to follow you, open your
door and sit down in your seat. Start the
car, tum on the radio, smoke a cigarette,
make a phone call, or, God forbid, you can
even study.
Don't make your actions blatant, as
this will instantly cause your victims to go
elsewhere. This technique requires a little
role-playing and acting skill, but the
results are well worth it.
Make sure to adjust one or all of your
mirrors in the car so you can watch the
expressions on the peoples' faces as time
ticks by.
Some might say this game is cruel,
but I 't hink it is a cheap and effective
method of therapy for people. No one
really gets hurt in this game, and it is easy
to play anywhere that parking is a problem.
Nothing lifts the human spirit faster
and higher than a little suffering in our fellow man. It's like watching the guy on TV
get hit in the crotch. We know it hurts, we
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know we wouldn't like it to happen to us,
but we can relate to them and it's not permanent.
Trust me, they' d be laughing if the
role was reversed.

BaybO_ro ·. Fiction
Contest
WHO IS ELIGIBLE? Any University of South Florida student who is
registered full or part time.
ENTRIES: One previously unpublished short story of 2000 words or
less. Entries should be typed double-spaced on one side only of 8 X
11 inch paper.
Do not include your name on the manuscript pages. Instead,
attach a cover sheet with your name, address, phone number, campus, yqur major and the title of your story. Only the title of your story
and page number should appear on each page. Retain a copy as
mailed copies will not be returned.
DEAD.LINE: January 10, 2002
Submit your entry to:
Fiction Contest c/o Niela Eliason
636 15th Avenue Northeast
St. Petersburg, Florida 33704
Questions? Call Niela: (727) 823-4877
First Prize $250

Second Prize $100

Third Prize $100
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New hire to help with minority recruiting
Fifty percent minority enrollment goal of recuiting effort
By Aaron Quinn
Editor, crowsnes(editor@yahoo.com
As most Florida colleges and universities struggle to increase the num ber of
minority students enrolled, legal hurdles
might make the task more difficult.
The University of Florida announced
in August that it would issue no new
scholarships based on the race of applying
students. UF attributed their decision to
the increasing likelihood that race-based
scholarships are or will be illegal. USF, on
the other hand, has no intention to follow
UF's lead.
Since the m id-1990s, the U.S.
Department of Education has restricted
the use of federally-funded scholarships to
be used in accordance with the students'
race. Furthermore, Florida Gov. Jeb
Bush's One Florida plan has, -whether
intended or not, discouraged race-based
scholarships. Bush's plan says specifically
that university enrollment should not be
decided based on race. It does not specify,
however, anything about using race-based
scholarships.
Deveron Gibbons, a recently appointed assistant to the USFSP Campus
Executive Officer and Vice-President Bill
Heller, is leading a recruiting effort to
bring more minority students to USF St.
Petersburg. Scholarships are only part of a

larger plan : "We ' re not going to depend
on scholarships," said Gibbons.
Gibbons' appointment is another step
in improving recruitment efforts that came
to USF St. Petersburg for the first time
just a year ago, when its first full-time
recruiter, John Vassell, was hired.
Gibbons, unlike Vassell, will focus on
minority recruiting.
"We're going to do some things that
have been overlooked in the past because
of a lack of resources," said Gibbons.
Some of Gibbons' ideas include
developing relationships with civic organizations to increase awareness that USF is
interested in having minority students. He
also expects progress to come through
relationships with the faith-based organizations in the area. "By doing things like
'college night' or 'college day' at churches, we can bring out people who might not
otherwise apply to USF," said Gibbons.
Along with campus improvements
like autonomy and new faculty, and
despite it's infancy in a recruiting effort,
minority enrollment has increased. Of the
3,507 students enrolled last fall, 555 were
minority students. This fall there are 3,9 17
students·, and 662 are minority students.
Despite the modest improvements, the
long-term goals are much higher.
"Dr. Heller told me he'd like the campus to be fifty-fifty," said Gibbons, mean-

American Heart
Association H-e artwalk.
Saturday, November 3, 2001
8 a.m.
At the Ice Palace in Tampa
USF St. Petersburg Community:

The goal for usF St.

Petersburg is to collect $6,000 for the American Heart Association through the
November 3 Heartwalk. You can contribute by walking or donating money. Make
any donations by check and payable to the American Heart Association. You may
submit a donation to, or coordinate your walk through, one of the following team
leaders at USF St. Petersburg:
Student Affairs and Library
Team Leader: Sandy Blood
Phone: 553 3 114
Mail Code: DAY 118

Faculty/Academic Affairs
Team Leader: Winston Bridges
Phone: 553 I I 51
Mail Code: BAY 215

Administration and Finance
CEO's Staff, FCT, Oasis, CSPD, TAA Nursing
Team Leader: Barbara Fleischer
Team Leader: Lisa Turner
Phone: 553 1561
Phone: 553 3 I I 5
Mail Code: SNL 100
Mail Code: Bay 128
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ing 50 percent anglo and 50 percent
minority. "That is what's ideal."
Although the numbers are nowhere
near the long-term goal, the right attitude
for change has arrived. " We talked to
recruiters and asked them to make the
campus as . inviting as it can be,' said
Winston Bridges, associate dean of USF
St. Petersburg. "We know the numbers
need to be better."
Beside scholarships that cater to
minority students there are a number of
student services to attract new students
and help current students. Project Thrust,
for example, is a student retention program that's open to everyone, but serves
mostly African-American students. Its
director, Wayne Wilson, is optimistic that
it can help new minority students.
"The goal is that the students graduate," he said, "but knowing that it's here
should be helpful to new or potential students."
Project Thrust offers a variety of
services including tutoring, teaching time

management skills and finding small
sources of funding for some students.
Wilson said 100 to 150 students have participated in Project Thrust in the last year,
although he's not sure of an exact number.
Tutoring, he said, is a major draw for
students. "Math is the most common subject students need tutoring in," he said. In
addition to Project Thrust's offer, Bridges
says there's a math center that's being
developed by two new faculty members.
There are a number of students that
found funding through the program.
" Financial assistance often becomes available in mid-semester,".he said.
For various reasons, this unexpected
funding arises and is less competitively
sought because most people are searching
for money at the beginning and end of
each semester.
"We're going to be aggressive about
this," said Gibbons. "I'm going to get the
word out that there' s a program here for
minorities. We're going to help every kid
that comes however we can."

Autono_m y swamps
financial ·a·id office
By Karen Steen
Contributing Writer
Jennife[ Clarke is a hard person to pin
down for an interview, especially in the
hectic weeks at the beginning offall term,
when USF students need her most.
On a recent afternoon, Clarke, assistant director of financial aid, tried to sit
down for an interview but kept getting
interrupted. Clarke dashed out of the
office, saying she'd be right back. When
she returned, she explained how St.
Petersburg's new autonomy has left her
busier than ever.
In July, the Florida legislature granted
USF St. Petersburg authority to seek separate accreditation, which meant assuming greater responsib ility for campus
operations.
Clarke's office felt the growing pains.
The verification process of student
loans, previously handled by the Tampa
campus, was handed to Clarke in June. At
that point, nothing had been processed for
the St. Petersburg students, and classes
were to begin in August. Clarke immediately went to work.
"I'm not going to have students with
no money ready the first week of classes.
We put in extra hours, hired extra people
and worked extremely hard to get this up
and going," she said.
Since then her office has processed
80 percent of the financial aid applicants
on
the
St.
Petersburg campus.
Approximately I ,400 students have
applied for financial aid. She says that of
all the financial groups throughout the
USF system, her group is ranked second

in processing student verifications. She
credits a close-knit staff and its desire to
help her and the students.
It hasn't been easy. Processing is just
·one part of the big financi'al aid picture.
The average time spent to verify a loan
application is one hour. Today, approximately 70 applications sit in the stack.
Clarke said the stack never disappears
because students apply for aid throughout
the year.
Needing short-term help with the
crunch, Clarke recruited Erin Dunn, an
energetic former student government
president with a marketing degree. Asked
why she'd be willing to ~ork I 0-12 hour
days at little better than minimum wage,
Dunn said, "It's a family here. I really
enjoy helping people here and it's satisfaction for myself. If r can help somebody
else out, it's worth it to me. If I am able
to give them (a student) the call, to tell
them I got something done for them, it
makes it all worth it."
S ince the transition, the St.
Petersburg staff has had to overcome
numerous obstacles. Adjustment to new
equipment and software has eaten up
office hours in training sessions and
breakdowns. A helpful piece of equipment scans the students' documents to
save time and paper consumed when
records were transferred from one campus
to another by courier. However, the scanner has broken down repeatedly, adding to
the pressure.
On top of everything else, illness
caused the absence of several staff mem-

See Page 4, Autonomy
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Road construction challenges students
By Stephen Fairchild
Contributing Writer
Aluminum barricades, broken road
asphalt, orange construction fence and
yellow caution tape surround two comers
of Third Street and Sixth Avenue South.
Concrete median dividers in the roadway
poke into the intersection.
The need for pedestrians to get
around the construction is apparent; how
they accomplish this safely is Jess obvious.
The construction is part of a storm
drainage and road improvement project
that extends between Fifth and 20th
avenues. Work began in April 200 I and
will be complete by February or March
2002, according to Thomas Gibson, the
assistant engineering director of St.
Petersburg's engineering, stormwater and
transportation department.
The construction project is unusual
because instead of . more traffic Janes,
Third Street near USF will have fewer:
two lanes instead of four, plus bike lane.
The ·construction project is typical
because of traffic delays and the need for
caution, especially for pedestrians.
Construction on the east side of the
intersection diverts pedestrians into the
roadway where they compete with vehi-
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cles for limited space. The walk obstructions at Third Street and Sixth Avenue
South are due to the installation of underground utility lines, Gibson said.
The intersection is within a block of
USF classrooms and between two university parking Jots; USF students pass
through the intersection. They either pick
their way through the construction on the
comers or they walk into the street, glancing over a shoulder as they contend with
oncoming vehicles from different directions.
After walking across the street, Jason
King, 18, a full-time USF student,
described the intersection as beaten up
and dangerous.
"The sooner the construction gets finished the better," said Joseph Elengical,
23, also a full-time USF student.
Alyssa Haspel-Siegel, an out-of-state
visitor attending a conference, had a similar reaction. She found the intersection
"unclear... certainly not walker friendly."
fiaspei-Siegel said she might. not have
chanced the walk along Third Street South
if not for a strong desire to visit the nearby Salvador Dali Museum.
There are no signs for walkers, who
must determine for themselves how to get
across the intersection. Both King and
Elengical said crosswalk signs would

help.
Road construction that disrupts traffic
requires construction companies to provide a maintenance-of-traffic plan to provide for vehicle and pedestrian safety during the project, according to Robert Davis,
public works engineering specialist with
Pinellas County. But often, pedestrian
safety is not a priority, Davis said.
"One of the issues we see is that contractors and designers do not include
pedestrians in traffic, even though state
statutes call for it/' Davis said.
The Third Street South project has a
maintenance-of-traffic plan. City staff
meets weekly with the contractor, David

Nelson Construction Co., and there have
been no pedestrian-safety ·problems
reported. St. Petersburg police logs confi rm no recent pedestrian accidents at the
intersection.
Gibson said he would discuss the
intersection with the contractor at their
next meeting.
When construction is finished, there
will be sidewalks on both sides of Third
Street South, but until then "people have
to use caution," Gibson said.
USF students Elengical and King
agree.
"You have to watch out for yourself,"
King said.

Autonomy, from Page 3

"We've worked very hard .to avoid a
slowdown. We're above the rate for last
fall on the campus, as far as processing,"
Clarke said.
As the afternoon waned, Jennifer
Clarke continued her pace. She said she
loves her job of 12 years because she's
involved in two important phases of the
student's life. In the beginning, she helps
students receive financial aid and assists
them by getting a good start in the educational community. And, at the end of the
year, she always helps in the robins room
at commencement so she can enjoy and
see the fruits of her labor.

bers. One employee had to quit over
repeated migraines. Then Clarke's mother was rushed to the hospital before· the
new term started. Another staff member,
the senior financial advisor, Lucy Guerra,
had emergency surgery and was out for
five weeks in the summer.
When Guerra returned to work, she
needed training to accomplish her new
tasks of documentation. But the training
class held at the Tampa campus was cancelled, which delayed her progress in
helping the St. Petersburg students.

Student governments
oppose new athletic
fee increases
By Larry Halstead
Contributing Writer
No taxation without representation. Those words have
been used throughout the history of our country and they
appear in a letter to Judy Genshaft, president ofUSF, from student government presidents of the regional campuses:
The topic is athletic fees. The regional campuses recently
received a Jetter requesting a representative from each campus
to sit on an athletic fee committee. Instead of sending the representatives, the student governments questioned the fairness
of the committee.
The letter quoted Florida Statute 240.235, which addresses how athletic fees are to be governed by athletic fee committees, at least one-half of whom are students appointed by the
student body president. The remainder of the committee shall
be appointed by the university president.
The letter suggests that the athletic department make presentations regarding their fee requests to each regional campus.
The student government presidents feel that a central athletic committee will be inherently unfair to regional campuses
and, because the Tampa campus could outvote the regional representatives, any regional concern could be ignored.
Rather than send students to a central athletic committee,
the student government presidents propose forming separate
committees on each campus. According to the letter, that will
promote more fairness because of the perspective of the
regional campuses.
Supporting the letter were David Fleming, president of
student government, USF Lakeland; Dave Gensimore, president of student government, USF Sarasota/Manatee and
Bobby Koonce, president of student government, USF St.
Petersburg.
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More buildings, fewer cars on campus
_M aster plan envisions·new student union near library
By Ed Ericsson
Contributing Writer
Every Day Jim Grant Gets a view of
USF St. Petersburg's future from his desk
in Davis Hall. An architectural rendering
of the campus master plan hangs in
Grant's office. It shows a student union in
·front of the Poynter Library, an expansion
of the Florida Marine Research Institute
building and the narrowing of Sixth
Avenue South and Third Street South.
The Office of Facilities and Planning,
which Grant, the campus architect, heads
is putting the final brush strokes to the
picture of what the campus should look
like in 2005. The master plan, first
approved in I 995, is being reviewed, and
an update is due in Tallahassee. Grant is
scrambling to finish the latest changes and
put the plan before the legislature at the
start of 2002.
The. last changes to the drawing were
made in I 998. That picture still shows the
new Children's Research Institute and the
Florida Center for Teachers as proposed
buildings
Grant is responsible for planning and
carrying out all construction and renovation on campus, and lately he's been trying to accommodate a growth spurt.
"This plan will allow for growth and
satisfy the dire need for space on the St.
Pete campus," he said.
With the recent addition of freshmen
and sophomores, an increase in enrollment of 18 percent, ·and 31 new faculty

added this year, that need appears more
dire than ever.
. Growth won't be the only change in
the campus's appearance. The city,. in
cooperation with the campus, is reducing
busy through streets from 60 feet to about
20 feet, expanding the sidewalks, planting
trees, adding benches and decorative
street lamps to make the campus more
pedestrian friendly. Roadwork is under·
way down Third Street as part of the city's
Bayboro District Streetscape project. The
municipal plan dovetails with the campus
plan in this area, Grant said.
In five years, he said, you· should be
able to walk a straight line from the
library to Eayboro Books without crossing a street or parking lot. The "L" shaped
road that runs in front of Davis Hall will
'":' be closed to all but pedestrian traffic from
Sixth Avenue South to First ~treet South.
The large parking lot across from
Davis Hall will make way for three new
buildings. Two of those will house classrooms and faculty offices. Another will
be constructed on the northeast comer of
First Street and Sixth Avenue South
hold campus support services: physical
plant, campus police, parking services,
receiving and mail services and the Office
of Facilities and Planning.
.
Grant said that a top priority is the
purchase of the Bayboro Towers apartment building and the Fountain Inn assisted-living facility. This will make USF
ownership "contiguous from· border to
border'; on campus. The campus capital

V~lunteer

to

Projects

There-are numerous community needs for volunteers and ·s ervice-learners. A sample of the projects:

•
•
•
•
•

Paws on Parade - A fundraiser for the SPCA.
Walk your pet and collect donations.
Saturday, Oct. 27.
Sojourn Bear - Make a stuffed bear for a
cancer patient. Sew or stuff.
Coastal Clean up - Help clean Tierra Verde
Beach on Saturday, Oct. 13.
YouthLead - Be a mentor for a high school
student leader. Monthly sessions.
Suncoast Trailblazers - help with therapeutic
horseback riding.

For more information on these or other projects,
contact Barry McDowell, Bayboro 111, 553-1162.
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improvement plan, which goes along with
the master plan, includes a request for $18
mi.llion from the legislature over the next
I 0 years to purchase the two properties.
The plan does not, at this point,
include new dorms needed to house a
growing population. According to Grant
the plan ultimately will include residential
accommodations. "We don't know how
or where yet, but we will finish that study
by the end of the year," he said.
Another: priority is the funding of an
educational area on the property of the St.
Petersburg International Museum to be
used by both USF and St. Petersburg

College. It may be accomplished by renovating the existing building or by constructing a new building.
The dreams represented by the master
plan have not made it to the design phase
yet. That will take the approval from
Tallahassee and money.
The map on Grant's wall shows the
existing buildings in solid black, the proposed structures in rosy and hopeful pink.
Pending state approval, someday Grant
hopes to walk along landscaped paths on a
campus shaded by intertwining live oaks
instead of following lines on a map with
his finger.

Genshaft, Heller lobby
Pinellas legislators
By Kristie Martinez
Contributing Writer
USF St. Petersburg hosted about 50
speakers Oct. 2 that addressed the Pinellas
County Legislative Delegation at its local
bill hearing.
Most used their allotted speech time
of three minutes to appeal to Florida's
senators and representatives for additional
funding for their programs, but some had
different requests. Mayor Leon Atkinson
of Treasure Island asked that the city be
given the designation of "T~e Sand
Sculpture Capital of Florida." Steven
Barefield proposed a Dignity For All
Students Act, which would provide more
specific rules to protect minorities in all
schools.
The meeting's location prompted
USF President Judy Genshaft and Campus
Executive Officer William Heller to make
their . own petitions for funding. Both
Genshaft and Heller stressed USF's status
as a Research-! institute deserving financial consideration equal to that of the
University of Florida and Florida State
University.
Heller's speech to the delegation used
the Sept. 11 national tragedy as a basis for
improving education .
" ... Great universities like the
University of South Florida have the

capacity to help people understand and
value diversity and to create new technologies and services that contribute to a
higher quality of life for everyone on this
planet," he said.
The student population at USF St..
Petersburg is near 4,000 this fall and the
faculty size has grown to 101. These
increases coupled with the expansion of
academic programs have created the
· pressing need for additional classrooms
and office space. The temporary offices
set up on the southeast comer of the campus will not suffice for long.
"Our growth has created a spacecrunch of major proportions," Heller said.
While renovating existing facilities
and building new ones remains a priority,
so is augmentation of support personnel..
Heller said he also wants to continue to .
improve the campus' relationship with St.
Petersburg College with the dev,elopment
of information technology programs.
Lastly, additional funding is needed
for accreditation and expansion of science
programs.
"We project that by 2005-2006, we
will be in serious need for a science and
technology building," Heller said.
Before hearing the university appeals,
delegation chairman Sen. Jim Sebesta told
Heller, "USF St. Petersburg is high on our
minds."
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Counseling at CAC
helped the grieving
By Sharon Wilson,
Contributing Writer

es or events in the past may respond more
than others, said Kaly. It's important, he
said, to be aware of any symptoms that
have resulted from terrorism in New York
and Washington D.C.
McKinstry thinks it is best to make a
so und judgment based on what you
observe. Some people, she said, need to
know when to stop watching television
and start talking to someone about what
they've seen.
In a counseling center pa~ket for the
debriefing session was listed a group of
heal1ng strategies. One suggestion was to
~alk to people; it praised the value of sharing thoughts and feelings . Another suggestion was to make a journal in which to
express personal feelings.
The packet also suggests that grief is
not something to be fought. It suggests
that one perm it his/her self to accept ·the
condition, not deny it. Relief from grieving can be found in many ways. Relief, it
says, can come in the form of exercise. It
reduces fatigue, insomnia, and nightmares.
Solutions to relieving stress can vary
as much as its symptoms. Riggs found a
different way to deal with her feelings
than exercise. She decided to add the terrorists to her morning prayer.
There are no more planned formal
meetings for terrorism crisis counseling;
however, individuals can make appointments at the Career and Counseling
Center for professional help.
It is important to find a healthy way
to grieve, said the counselors. "This will
be with us for a while," said McKinstry,
"because we haven 't buried the dead."

After seeing the affects the Sept. I I
terrorist attacks had on others, USF ·students realized the impact this tragedy has
on their own lives.
The Counseling and Career Center
offered debriefing sessions to give students a chance to talk about the affects the
terrorist acts had on their lives . The
Division of Student Affairs coordinateq
the sessions and gave students an opportunity to gather and talk. Eight members of
the professional staff split into teams of
two to help grieving students.
Alicia Riggs, a USF student, said she
felt "anger and disgust."
Diane
McKinstry, director of the Counseling and
Career Center, said there are a variety of
common reactions, Riggs' not being
unusual. Fearfu I ness of one's safety,
depression, sadness and anger are all common reactions, she said.
Furthermore, McKinstry said, cognitive and physiological changes can
accompany the aforementioned emotional
stresses. Trouble concentrating is a common cognitive reaction, while fatigue and
insomnia are common physical side
. effects.
Grieving is an individual process and
an individual reaction,_ said McKinstry.
Dr. Perry Kaly of the counseling center
agreed. "Everyone handles . [trauma] in
different ways," he said. Kaly thinks students should respect others' grieving
processes however different they are from
their own.
People who have had traumatic loss-

Al-Arian, from Page 1

research center"
Ju~ge McHugh concluc;led by reporting that "there are no facially legitimate
and bona fide reasons to conclude that [the
Respondent] is a threat to national security."
.
Many students on the USF St.
Petersburg and Tampa campuses sti ll have
a hard time feeling comfortable with the
accusEltions that AI-Arian may have some
distant or close ties to terrorism.
Some students still question a remark
made by the professor in which he said,
"Death to Israel." The professor later
explained that this did not mean death to
individual persons but rather death to
oppression and death to apartheid.
It was this that seemed to draw AIArian's biggest opposition. Specifically,
Genshaft said she was concerned that AIArian's opinions might be misconstrued as
the opinions of US F. In an interview with
the St. Petersburg Times, Genshaft said,
"Dr. AI-Arian does not speak for. the university .. . and it is incorrect to suggest
that his views represent USF in any fashion. We have informed Dr. AI-Arian that
when he expresses his views, he should
make it clear at all times that he is speaking as a private person."

Palestine, took part in the project. AIArian said Shallah helped with some
translations, and apart from that was never
very vocal or poiitically active in Tampa.
The Federal Bureau of Investigation in
1996 searched WISE under suspicionthat
it may have some extremist ties with militant groups in Israel. ·
The investigator who interviewed and
conducted the case; William Smith, concluded in 1996 that: "The purpose and
activities of WISE that have been established are entirely legitimate and that
those known to be working at WISE performed duties that were totally consistent
with the work of a scholarly research center." This lengthy report was given in its
entirety to USF's then President, Betty
Castor.
In another ru ling, Judge Kevin
McHugh concluded in October 2000,
"Although there were allegations made
that the ICP and WISE were fronts for
Pale.stinian political causes, there is no
evidence before the Court that demonstrates that either organization was a front
for the PIJ [Palestinian Islamic Jihad] To
the contrary, there is evidence in the
record to support the conclusion that
WISE was a reputable and scholarly

Photo by Larry Halstead

Jefferson Bagley, assistant to artist Alex Klahn, applies a casting resin to a metal
whale to prevent water collection and rust. The piece is one of 20 metal animals
adorning posts and lining the walkway from Baywalk to its parking garage. The art
installation started the last week in September and is nearing completion. Klahn lives
locally, and beside his art, specializes in lighthouse restoration.

USF staffer
holds wedding
USF is a supportive campus on which to
work and be part of because qf people
like Sudsy Tschiderer, Don Rogers, and
Dan Richards. My wedding and reception went off perfectly because of their
efforts-on a Saturday! I am forever
grateful that USF has such an added
benefit for its employees, beautiful
waterfront property. Thank you.

ATTENTION:
WORK AT
HOME
$1 000/mo. part-time
$5000/mo. full-time

Debbie Rice McFarlane

Call toll-free

877-276-3047

Wel~oDle - USF

Students

Free drink with .lunch and student ID

&,.

BROWN BAG
<li&f~
Home of the $4.00 Lunch
Unbeatable Delicious Sandwiches, Subs, Salads
1939 Central Avenue
(across from Haslam's Books)

?
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Homecoming 200_
1
Superbull V
Friday, Oct. 26
9:00 PM
Movie Night
Harborside
St. Petersburg Homecoming Court Introductions followed by
Harborside Productions/ Presentation of THE REPLACEMENTS
Monday, Oct: 29
All Day
Spirit Day
Noon
Cake Cutting
Harborside
Wear your Gr~en and Gold and
join us in Kicking off Homecoming 2001
Tuesday, Oct. 30
8:00PM

Masquerade Ball

Embassy Suites
inTampa
*A bus will be available - leaving from the CAC at 7:00PM

Wednesday, Oct. 31
11 :30AM 6 1PM
Halloween Button Day Davis Lobby
5:30 6 7:30PM .
Have a Halloween Button made ofyou and your friends

Photo By Aaron Quinn

The Clothesline Project of Tampa Bay dislpayed a small portion of its message-intensive T-shirts outside of the CAC on Friday, Oct 12, where, later in the day, a "Take
Back the Night" rally was held. Each T-shirt was made by a victim or on the behalf of
a victim who didn't survive and acknowledges a form of abuse, most against women,

Thursday, Nov. 1
11 :00 AM-3:00 PM Fun in the Sun Day
Harborside .
Join us for food and fun and take a ride
on our very own Rocky the Mechanical Bull
Friday,Nov. _2
4:30 PM
Carnival
Tampa Campus
6:00 PM
Parade
Tampa
. -8:00 PM
Stampede
Sun Dome
Stampede features comedian D. L. Hughley and a laser light show
*Buses will be available leaving from the CAC at 5:00PM & 7:15PM
and leaving Tampa at 7:30PM and following Stampede
Saturday, Nov. 3
5:30PM
5:30PM

Tailgate Party
Spirit Patio

HCC, Tampa
R. James
Stadium
7:00PM
Homecoming Game
R James
Stadium
*A bus will be available -leavingfrom the CAC at 5:00PM
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Tickets for the Masquerade Ball and Stampede
wil l be available Monday, Oct. 22 - Friday, Oct. 26
in Davis Lobby_
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Tickets for the Football Game will be available
beginning Oct. 2.9 at the CAC Information Desk.

* Seats on buses require a $5 deposit per seat
that will be refunded when you arrive at the bus_

r·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-~-·-·-·,

·

All events sponsored by Student Government
and Harborside Productions
If you have a disability or need to request an accommodation, please call .
(727) 553-1162 St. Petersburg Campus

Want to fief published?
·
!_ ike Crow's .Nest needs pkotoflrapkers and !
1·
writers for uptominfl issues.
· I
Call us 553·3113
. or email trowsnesteditor@qaltoo.tom

at
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Sailor Griffin reaches .nationals
Places second at College of Charleston single-handed regatta
By Larry Halstead
Contributing Writer

team has placed that high in years.
Team members included Griffin, Ali
Deese, Krista Krupinski, Claudia Aquado,
They weren't featured on ESPN Mili Protic and Cathy Jacobs.
SportsCenter, nor were there 30,000 fans
"The sailing team is having a recordwatching, but what the women's sailing breaking season this year," said Stephanie
team accomplished at the South Atlantic Doyle, the women's varsity coach. "I
Intercollegiate Sailing Association regatta couldn't be prouder of Genoa. She has
at the College of Charleston in ·worked so hard the past two years and just
Charleston, South Carolina, on September missed last year when she placed third.
29 was a first for the University of South To see her qualify this time makes me
proud to be her coach."
Florida.
Genoa Griffin, a USF junior, placed
In September, in a regatta at Notre
second overall in the SAlSA single-hand- Dame University, the coed team took top
ed championship. The second-place finish honors in the two-person races while sailqualifies her for the national champi- ing F J's, a type of dinghy. Fourteen
onships at Old Dominion Universitx from schools participated in th at regatta.
October 19-21. It marks the fi rst time
After the Notre Dame regatta, the
ever a US F sailor qualified for nationals.
coed team moved into the top twenty
Griffin, a Tampa res ident, sailed a teams in the nati on wit h a nineteenthlaser dinghy, which is an Olympic class place ranking. It is USF's highest' ever
boat, 13 feet long w ith a single sail. ranking, according to Sailing Worl d·
Sixteen schools competed in the qualify- Magazine. Harvard University holds the
ing races, held off Patriots Po int in number one spot for the second month in
Charleston HarbQr, near the battleship a row. Tufts University is- second, fo lYorktown and Fort Sumter, and in the lowed by Georgetown Un ivers ity.
same waters that saw the opening salvos
The sailing team is governed by the
fired in the Civi l War more than 140 years NCAA , although no scholarships are
avai lable for the ath letes. Travel expensago.
Besides Griffin's outstanding per- es are paid for by the university from the
formance in the single-handed races, the ath letic fund.
Coming up for the USF team is the
women' s team placed second in the South
Atlantic
Women's . Fall
Dinghy Sloop Champion·s hips at College of
Championship, which qua lifies the team Charleston on October 20-21 and the
for th e Atlantic Coast Championsh ips at SAlSA FA ll Dinghies Regatta on October
Photo by Stephanie Doyle
the U.S. Naval Academy on Novem ber 27-28, also at College of Charleston.
10-11. It is the first time. th e women's
Genoa Griffin, left, and Ali Deese, right, race an FJ boat in a regatta last year.

join the sail club; learn to -sail
By Nadine Bea rd
Contributing Writer
Bowline. Clove hitch. Rolling
hitch. If the mid-semester grind has you
feeling as tight as a nautical knot, a relaxing sail around Bayboro Harbor may be
just what the captain orders to give some
slack.
Seqastian Meyer,
Bayboro
Sailing Club secretary, said the mission
statement set forth in the newly approved
constitution and bylaws of the ·Bayboro
Sailing Club is "to promote training and
the recreational enjoyment of sailing
activities for the purposes of sailing and
camaraderi.e ."
Both of those missions are
accomplished every Friday afternoon
around 3:30 p.m. when the Bayboro
Sailing Club provides excursions into the
Tampa Bay. The trips are free of charge
and depende1_1t upon weather conditions.
The number of passengers per craft is limited to the number of skippers available.
· Membership is open to students
with a valid student ID, or faculty, staff,
alumni or member of the community who
has an interest in sailing. Dues are $5 a

semester and include participation in
weekly social gatherings at 5:30 p.m. in
Bayboro Cafe each Friday upon return
from the afternoon sail.
Upcoming events for this year
include an overnight sail to Beer Can
Island and participation in the lighted boat
parade in December, said Gerri Wilner,
Bayboro Sailing Club treasurer. A recent
kayaking trip to Weedon Island provided
an opportunity for sailing club members
to mesh with members of the
Anthropology Club. "The emphasis o.f the
sailing club is centered around enjoyment
and coming together," Wilner said.
" Salty dogs" join with novices to
share nautical experiences and to learn
from one another. The club's mix of students, community members and seniors
allows a variety of voices to be heard.
Futhermore, all experience levels are welcome.
The Baybor~ Sailing Club
recently formed a Nautical Education
Committe~, that will start its slate of 21
sailing t~pics on Oct. 12 and continue
with one topic a week until each has been
covered. Members will have an opportunity to choose a topic that interests them,

which they will then research and present
to fellow members. The purpose of the
weekly exchange is to increase safety and
awareness while promoting a spirit of
cooperation among members.
Some things, however, can't be
reamed in a book and experience is the
only teacher. Barbara Persson, a sail club
member with 15 years experience s~iling
on the open sea, offered suggestions to
anyone thinking of s.etting sail for regions
unknown. Before tackling such a task,
"move into your bathroom for a week.
Take your air mattress, camping stove,
cooler, food, clothes, radio, books and TV
in there - whatever you like - but don't
go out to the· refrigerator or watch TV in
the other room," Persson said. If you are
not able to handle living in your bathroom
for a week, you probably aren't ready for
the cramped quarters of living aboard a
sailboat, she said.
Not everyone has the desire, nor
the capability, to sail around the world, but
with the assistance of the skippers of the
Bayboro Sailing Club, even those with no
qualifications have a chance to experience
sailing in the Tampa Bay.

l)SF Sailing Team
Schedule 200 1-02
October 19-21
Mens and Womens Singlehanded North
American Championship @Kingston,
Canada
October 20-2l
SAlSA Sloops @ College of Charleston
October 27-28
SAlSA Fall Dinghies@ College of
Charleston
November 3-4
ICSA Sloop North American
Championship @ University of South
Florida
November 10-11
ACCs @ College of Charleston
Womens ACCs @ U.S. Naval Academy
Freshman ACCS @ Brown
November 17-18
SAlSA/ MAISA @ College of
Charleston
November 23-25
Timme Angsten @ Chicago Yacht Club
January 5-6, 2002
Mendelblatt @ University of South
Florida
·
Jan uary 19-20
Harris Kempner @ Texas A&M
University-Galveston

